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rm 'T was the advice of an old friend of 
m®, mine upon his death-bed to his fon, 
ye who had been guilty of fome enor- 
mous offences which he withed to 
A) keep concealed, that he fhould take 
9 care how he offered himfelf as a 
candidate for a feat in parliament ; for that an oppofition 
would be like dooms-day to him, when all his fins 
would be remembered and brought to light. - This is 
generally the cafe at elections ; the moft fecret actions 
‘of the candidates themfelves are not only revealed, but 
the athes of their anceftors are ranfacked in the grave, to 
_fapply matter for fcandal and defamation. 
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__» ommon,as this obfervation may be, ‘it will €nable us 
F ‘to\account for all the malice and uncharitablenefs which ° 
"we meet with in the world. Weare all candidates for 
‘wealth, honour, or fame, and cannot bear that another 
. fhould fucceed in what ourfelves have failed. 
Bur why. the {pirit of defamation fhould be fo fre- 
~ quently exerted againft the dead, is a matter fomewhat 
puzzling. Death, by putting an end to rivalfhip, 
fhould, one would think, put an end to all the ani- 
mofities which arofe from that rivalfhip; and the grave 
that buries the man, fhould bury alfo his failings. But 
according to Shakefpear, 
The EVIL that ‘men do, lives after them; 
The coon is oft’ interred with their bones. 

It isindeed very hard, that death ‘which pays all other 
‘debts, fhiould be able to make no compofition with envy : 
yet fo it is ; and, ‘excepting a late memorable inftance, 
where the virtues of a great and good man Were too 
_ glaring in his life to be forgotten at his death, I have 
{carcely known it to be otherwife. ‘The ladies indeed, 
-whom Iam always ambitious of Honouring, have too 
much gentlenefs ‘arid good-humour to defame the dead, 
efpecially their dead ‘hufbands. After burying the. very 
wortt in the world, itis ufual with them, on a fecond 
marriage with the beft, to put themdaily in mind of 
the complying difpofitions and other Virtues of their poor 
dear fir bufbands. 

Happy is it that the works of men of wit, learning 
and genius have juitice done them after their deaths ; 


though I ‘am apt to believe the merit we afcribe to them 
then; has it’s foundation in ill-nature ; as by admiring the 
productioris of the dead, we are enabled by the com- 
parifon, to coridemn thofe of the living. We read the 

works 
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works of the former with a defire to find out beauties, 
aiid ‘of the latter ‘to difcover faults. Our acquaintance 
‘with an author is another circumftance againft ‘him. 
We dre too apt to connec the foibles of his life with 
‘what he writes; and if he has unfortunatély wanted 
“talents to fhine in converfation, we are generally blind 
to the wit of his writings. The reafoning of an ‘athiént 
in proof of a firft caufe, or of a libertine for niorality, 
is fure ‘to be laughed “at by thofe who know them ; 
‘and it is ofily when ‘a man’s writings’ can be {eparated 
from ‘his tife, that they will be read with candbur and 
impartiality. Tt-midy be obferved farther, that in:a Couh- 
“try like’otirs, where party is apt to infltience’every ‘thing, 
“a tnan that profeffes himfelf openly on ohe fidd f the 
queftion, will never be allowed the teaft degree’ of merit 
‘by ‘thofe‘on the other. Of this the immortal Milton is 
awithefs, Whofe attachments to Cromwell had thrown 
fitch a cloud ‘over his abilities ‘at the feftoration, that the 
copy of the nobleft poem in the world was not only fold 
for a mere trifle, but many years elapfed befote 
it ‘was difcoveréd to ‘be a work worth reading. Evén 
Addifon, whofe Speétators and other effays are déferved- 
ly the admiration of all who read them, and by com- 
parifon with ‘which it is a kind of fafhion to condenin dll 
other writings of the fame kind, gives us ‘to ufiderftand 
in his Spectator, number 542, and elfewhere in ‘thie 


work, that he met with as mafy cavillers as any of his 
fucceffors. 7 . 

I nave been led by thefe refleGtions ferioufly to confi- . 
der what method an author ought to take, to fecure’to 
his writings the approbation of the public while ‘Ie is till 
alive. It was the faying of doctor Radcliffe to a youd phy- 


fician, 
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_ fician,, who.afked him what he fhould do to get practice, 
. © Turn dtheift, and make yourfelf talked of.” But though 
many a young phyfician may -have availed himfelf of this 
advice, there are other practices that may fucceed better 
with an author. Perfonal flander has al |ways been efteem- 
ed.a very excellent method, and fo indeed has wanton- 
nefs; but where both are happily blended in the fame 
work, as one fometimes. fees them in very modern per- 
formances, they feldom fail of drawing the attention of 
the public. I have known naftinefs attended with very 
happy effects, inafmuch as it frequently fupplies the want 
of wit, and is fure of exciting the laugh in the genteeleft 


companies. That the ladies are not difpleafed at it, is 
eafy to be accounted for ; naftinefs is a ftranger to them, 
and therefore entitled to their refped. 

But if an author unfortunately wants talents for this 
kind of writing, there is nothing left for him that I know 


of, but to die, as faft as he can, that his works may fur- 
vive him. But the difadvantage even in this cafe is, that 
common and natural deaths are but very little talked of; 
fo that a man may give up the ghoft to no manner of 
purpofe: it is therefore moft earneftly to be recommend- 
ed to all. authors who are ambitious of fudden and lafting 
fame, that they fet about fome device to get themfelves 
hanged. The feflions-paper is more univerfally read than 
any other of the papers, and the deaths it records are more 
authentic and interefting. A good dying fpeech would be 
an excellent preface to an author’s works, and make eve- 
ry body purchafers. An advertifement like the following 
could never fail of exciting curiofity. — 

“ Tus day are publifhed the poetical, moral, and 


«« entertaining works of Thomas Crambo, Efq; now un- 
* gee 
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* der fentenee of death in Newgate, for a‘ rape and 
‘es murder.’ ™ 
- Unper thefe circumftances indeed, an author may 
tafte of fame before death, and take his leap from the 
cart, with this comfortable affurance, that‘he has embra- 
ced the only opportunity’ in his power of rte a pro- 
vifion for his family, © > : 

- Ip it thould'be afked why the having committed a rape 
or a murder fhould raf the:curiofity of the public to pe- 
‘gafe the author's works, the anfiver is, that people who 
do fpirted things, dre fuppofed to write in a fpirited 
mariner.’ Tt is for this reafon that we are fo fond of the 
hiftories‘ of warriors and great men, who, though they 
have happened to efcape the gallows, ‘have done fome- 
thing every day to fhew that they deferved it. 

Ir is indeed as much to be.wondered at as lamented, 
that while every author. knows how effential it is both to 
his fame and thé fupport. of his family to get himfelf 
hanged, that we do not fee the words, EXECUTED AT 
Tysurn, always fubjoined to his name in the title- 
page of his works. I hope it is not that authors have 
lefs regard for their families than other men that this is 
not ufually the cafe: for as to the love of life, we cannot 
fuppofe them to be poffeffed of it in an equal degree 
with other people; nor can they poffibly be ignorant 
that the world will havea particular fatisfaétion in hearing 
that they have made fo defirable an end. 

_As for myfelf, Iam an old man, and have not {pirit 
enough to engage in any of thofe enterprizes that would 


entitle my works tg univerfal efteem. It was expected 
indeed, that when I declared in my firft paper againft 
meddling with religion, I would avow myfelf an atheift 


in 
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in the fecond; but this is a difcovery that.I, have not 
hitherto thought proper to make: nor have I by any 
ftrokes of perfonal abufe, lewdnefs or naftinefs, endeavour- 
ed to introduce my papers into every family: And to 
confefs the truth, I have at prefent no defigns of com= 
mitting any capital offence, being, as I faid before, too 
old to ravifh, and having too tender a difpofition to come 
mit a murder, _ I fhall therefore content myfelf with go- 
ing on in the old way, and leave my writings to fhift for 
themfelves, without deputing the Ordinary of Newgate 
to publith an account of the birth, parentage, and educa+ 
tion, the trial, confeffion, condemnation and execution 
of the author, together with a catalogue of the works he 
has left behind him. | 
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